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Synopsis

Cicero’s First Catilinarian speech is now available in a practical and inexpensive annotated edition

for third-year Latin students. In light of existing textbooks, Karl Frerichs’ new edition has several

important and distinguished strengths. 1. Clear, tripartite page layout for text, vocabulary, and notes

on facing pages. 2. Running vocabulary separate from notes and complete vocabulary at the end. 3.

Introduction and Glossary of Terms and Figures of Speech provide basic biographical, historical,

and rhetorical background. 4. Maps and illustrations.Also available:Cicero: Pro Caelio - ISBN

0865165599Asconius: Commentary on 5 Speeches of Cicero - ISBN 0865162204For over 30 years

Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers has produced the highest quality Latin and ancient Greek books.
From Dr. Seuss books in Latin to Plato’s Apology, Bolchazy-Carducci’s titles help readers learn

about ancient Rome and Greece; the Latin and ancient Greek languages are alive and well with

titles like Cicero’s De Amicitia and Kaegi's Greek Grammar. We also feature a line of contemporary

eastern European and WWII books. Some of the areas we publish in include: Selections From The

Aeneid Latin Grammar & Pronunciation Greek Grammar & Pronunciation Texts Supporting
Wheelock’s Latin Classical author workbooks: Vergil, Ovid, Horace, Catullus, Cicero Vocabulary
Cards For AP Selections: Vergil, Ovid, Catullus, Horace Greek Mythology Greek Lexicon Slovak
Culture And History
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Customer Reviews

Cicero’s First Catilinarian is a great read for students just finishing grammar and moving towards



translation of Classic works. Frerichs’ edition of this oration makes that transition smooth with this
book’s numerous aids to students.The Introduction provides background on Cicero, Catiline’s
conspiracy, and Latin oratory itself, as well as maps of the Forum and Italy. Having this information
available puts this oration into context, and students will have a better time understanding Cicero’s
references. Before the text of the oration, the book also has a glossary of terms and figures of
speech, which also prepares students nicely.The Latin text has vocabulary on the facing page, and
many notes beneath on grammar, idioms, etc. A comprehensive glossary in the back serves as
quick reference to unfamiliar words. About 60 pages long, students won’t complain about having to
take this book home! With a student-friendly format, Frerichs’ book is wonderful for any student of

Cicero’s important oration.

| used this text alongside of Cerutti’s Pro Archia (2nd ed.), and | found Frerich’s edition of the First
Catillinarian to be sorely lacking in comparison. First, the running vocabulary is presented
alphabetically on each page, not by line number, extending the time it takes to find words. This may
sound minor, but it makes a difference over the course of several hundred lines. But more
significantly, the notes were too few and far between. After a while, | found myself forgetting to
check the grammatical notes because most of the time, they didn’t address the problem with which |
was working. Cerutti’'s Pro Archia notes, on the other hand, were copious and much more detailed.
So in summary Frerich’s edition is useful in so far as it gives running vocabulary and a few

grammatical notes, but | would choose many other annotated editions before his.

For novice Latinates, this book is an excellent resource to practice translating actual Latin texts.
There is a general glossary of terms at the back of the book, as well as a gloss particular to the
actual passage on every page. In addition the supplemental help provides contexts and idiomatic

phrasing help. A good book.

This 60 page book provides aspiring latin scholars with the chance to understand and translate an
important part of history. With it's glossary and included grammar helps a student with three years of

latin should find this an interesting and exciting piece of authentic literature.
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